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Introduction 

The prophecy of Joel is one of the Old Testament twelve minor 
prophets that were combined into a single scroll. Joel is not called a 
minor prophet because he was unimportant, but because his 
prophecy was brief compared to Isaiah and Ezekiel. 

While it is difficult to identify the historical situation of God's people 
that gave rise to this prophecy,  it has a timeless message for God's 
people.  In this book, the prophet uses a natural catastrophe to call 
God's people to repentance.  Joel reminds God's people they are not 
alone in suffering since all the nations are under God's judgment.  
God's people are reminded that true repentance will lead to 
restoration and blessing.  The prophecy ends not in despair, but on 
the God who dwells among his people.   

The reality of God dwelling among his people is established at the 
beginning of the Bible in the garden of Eden (Gen 2:15-17), and is 
reestablished at the end of the Bible with the new heaven and earth.  
Given that, we are still looking forward to the new heaven and earth 
(Rev. 21:1-3), we are still looking forward to that future where God 
dwells with his people.  The message of Joel is a message for today, 
as much as it was when it was first penned. 
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1. Pay Attention 
Joel 1:1-20 

Getting Started 
1. What things in life can distract us from paying attention to God? 

Investigate Joel 1:1-20 
2. What two actions does Joel want his readers to take with regards 
to this prophecy? (vv. 1-3) 

3. What great tragedy has befallen God’s people? (vv. 4-5) 

4. How are the people of God to respond to this tragedy? (vv. 8-12) 

5. How has the tragedy impacted the religious life of God’s people 
and how are they to respond? (v. 13-14) 

6. What is the harsh reality revealed about the coming day of the 
Lord in verse 15? 
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7. What motivates the pray in verses 19-20? 

Thinking it through 
8. How might Daniel 6:1-6 shape our understanding of the tragedy 
that has befallen Judah? (see also Joel 1:6) 

9. How is God’s sovereign rule developed in this passage? 

10. Why is this tragedy, that has befallen God’s people, not just 
punishment for punishments sake? 

11. Read 2 Peter 3:10-13.  What do we learn about the day of the Lord 
in this passage?  How is it similar or different from our passage in 
Joel? 
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Prayer Points 
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2. Who can endure? 
Joel 2:1-17 

Getting Started 
1. What personal qualities do you think a person needs to endure 
difficult circumstances? 

Investigate Joel 2:1-17 
2. How does verse 1 prepare people for the day of the Lord? 

3. What is the image used by Joel to describe the day of the Lord?  
(vv. 2-9) 

4. How does verse 11 help us understand God’s role in the day of the 
Lord? 

5. In verse 11, what is Joel’s central concern with the approaching day 
of the Lord? 

6. What is the answer to Joel’s question at the end of v. 11? (v. 12-13) 
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7. Why is it possible to return to the Lord? (v. 13) 

8. Why might the other people doubt God’s existence? 

Thinking it through 
9. What do you think “rend your heart, not your garments” means?  
How does this help us understand the nature of repentance?  (see 
also 2 Corinthians 7:8-10) 

10. How does v. 14 help us not to presume on God’s graciousness and 
kindness?  (see also Exodus 34:5-7) 

11. What are some other examples in the Bible that demonstrate God 
is gracious and compassionate? 
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Prayer Points 
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3. The God you can depend on 
Joel 2:18-27 

Getting Started 
1. What characteristics demonstrate that someone is dependable? 

Investigate Joel 2:18-27 
2. What moves God to act differently with regards to his people? (v. 
18) 

3. How is God’s reversal of judgement described in the following 
verses? 

4. How should God’s people respond to this reversal of 
circumstances? (vv. 23, 26) 

5. What lesson should Israel learn from God reversing his 
judgement? (vv. 27) 

v. 20

v. 22

v. 23
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6. What promise does God make to his people in verse 26-27? 

Thinking it through 
7. Why do you think that God reveals himself to be jealous for 
something or someone?  (see also Exodus 20:4-5) 

8. How might Christians be put to shame today? 

9. What do the following passages have to teach us about being 
ashamed and depending on God? 

 Romans 1:16-17 

 Mark 8:35-39 

 1 Peter 4:16 

 Romans 9:33 
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Prayer Points 
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4. Breaking down barriers 
Joel 2:28-32 

Getting Started 
1. What sort of barriers can people uses to marginalise others? 

Investigate Joel 2:28-32 
2. In the Old Testament the Spirit of God was at work in certain 
individuals such as kings, prophets and priests.  What does the 
prophet Joel expect with regards to the Spirit in the future?  (vv. 28-9) 

3. What sort of barriers have been broken down in this passage?  
(vv. 28-29) 

4. What will happen before the great and dreadful day of the Lord? 
(vv. 30-31) 

5. Who will be saved on this day and why? (v. 32) 
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Thinking it through 
6. Read Acts 2:1-33 and answer the following questions: 

 • When was the prophecy of Joel fulfilled? (vv. 1, 32-33) 

 • What barriers were broken down on the day of pentecost?  
 (vv. 5-6) 

7. Read Acts 2:36-39.  What do we learn about God’s deliverance in 
these verses? 

8. Read Romans 10:10-13.  What is common between believers that 
helps us in our fellowship with those who might be different from us? 

9. What are some of the unhelpful ways that our actions or language 
at St. Luke’s might still betray barriers we have with others? 
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Prayer Points 
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5. Where are you hiding? 
Joel 3:1-21 

Getting Started 
1. How might people convince themselves into thinking they are not 
accountable to God? 

Investigate Joel 3:1-21 
2. Why will God gather the nations for judgement? (Jehoshaphat 
means “the Lord judged”) (vv. 1-3) 

3. What charge does God bring against Tyre Sidon and the regions of 
Philistia? (4-6) 

4. What principle of justice is God going to use against these nations? 
(v. 4, 7) 

5. What sort of images does Joel use to describe the judgement of 
nations? (vv. 9-14) 
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6. Where will there be refuge be found on that day of judgement?  
Who will find refuge on that day of judgement?  (v. 16, see also 
2:28-29) 

7. What will be the outcome of this final judgement?  (vv. 17, 21) 

Thinking it through 
8. How have Christians been tempted to soften the Biblical notion 
that sinners need to be saved from God himself? 

9. Read Matthew 25:31-46.  What similarities and differences are their 
in Jesus’ and Joel’s description of the final judgement? 

10. Read Romans 8:31-39.  How does this passage help us to 
understand God as our refuge? 

Similarities Differences
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Prayer Points 
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